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BRIDGESTONE CORP. AGREES TO PLEAD GUILTY TO PRICE FIXING ON 

AUTOMOBILE PARTS INSTALLED IN U.S. CARS

Company Agrees to Pay $425 Million Criminal Fine

WASHINGTON — Bridgestone Corp., a Tokyo, Japan-based company, has agreed to 

plead guilty and to pay a $425 million criminal fine for its role in a conspiracy to fix 

prices of automotive anti-vibration rubber parts installed in cars sold in the United 

States and elsewhere…

http://www.justice.gov/
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FORMER SEA STAR LINE PRESIDENT SENTENCED TO SERVE FIVE YEARS IN

PRISON FOR ROLE IN PRICE-FIXING CONSPIRACY INVOLVING COASTAL

FREIGHT SERVICES BETWEEN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND

PUERTO RICO

WASHINGTON — The former president of Sea Star Line LLC, a Jacksonville, Fla.-

based water freight carrier, was sentenced to serve five years in prison and to pay a 

$25,000 criminal fine for his participation in a conspiracy to fix rates and surcharges 

for freight transported by water between the continental United States and Puerto 

Rico, the Department of Justice announced today.

Frank Peake was sentenced today…

http://www.justice.gov/
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Price fixing Restricting output Market allocating

Provisions are caught where they “provide  for”  the above



Collaborative activities Vertical supply contracts Joint buying & promotion

• parties involved in a collaborative 
activity

- enterprise, venture, or other 
activity in trade

- carried on in cooperation by 2 
or more persons

- not for the dominant purpose 
of lessening competition 
between 2 or more of the 
parties

• the cartel provision is reasonably 
necessary for the purpose of the 
collaborative activity

• at the time of entering into/arriving 
at, or giving effect to

• a contract (not an arrangement or 
understanding)

• between a (likely) supplier of goods 
(services are excluded) and a 
(likely) customer of the supplier

• the cartel provision: 

- relates to the (likely) supply 
of goods to the customer 
(including to the maximum 
price of resupply); and 

- does not have the dominant 
purpose of lessening
competition between 2 or 
more of the parties

• relates to price for goods/services 
to be collectively acquired (directly/  
indirectly); or 

• provides for joint advertising of the 
price for the resupply of goods/ 
services so acquired; or

• provides for a collective 
negotiation of the price for goods/ 
services followed by individuals 
purchasing at the collectively 
negotiated price; or 

• provides for an intermediary to 
take title to goods and resell or 
resupply them to another party to 
the arrangement



Clearance test

• To apply: CAU contains (or may contain) a cartel provision 

• Parties are (or will be) involved in a “collaborative activity”

- an enterprise, venture, or other activity, in trade

- carried on in cooperation by 2 or more persons

- not carried on for the dominant purpose of lessening competition between 2 or more of 
the parties

• Every cartel provision is reasonably necessary for the collaborative activity 

• Entering into/giving effect will not have (likely) effect of substantially lessening 
competition






































